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Exaggerating Effects on California 
Transportation 
 

The high speed rail service proposed by the 
CHSRA will not have the effects on ridership that it 
claims. 

The CHSRA has been increasing forecasted 
ridership over time and has issued a Base Projection 
of 65.5 million intercity riders and a High Projection 
of 96.5 million intercity riders for 2030. The CHSRA 
ridership projections are considerably higher than 
independent figures developed for comparable 
California systems in Federal Railroad 
Administration (FRA) and University of California 
Berkeley studies. 

Using generous assumptions this Due Diligence 
Report projects a 2030 base of 23.4 million intercity 
riders, 64% below the CHSRA’s base of 65.5 million 
intercity riders, and a 2030 high of 31.1 million 
intercity riders, nearly 60% below the CHSRA’s high 
of 96.5 million. In short, the CHSRA’s ridership 
projections are absurdly high. 
The CHSRA projects ridership intensity (passenger-
miles per route-mile) to be far above levels achieved 
on HSR systems in France, the balance of the 
European Union, and Japan (see Ridership Intensity 
figure). Each of these markets is considerably more 
favorable for HSR and it would thus be expected that 
California ridership intensity would be lower. 
Moreover, the CHSRA’s projected load factor (share 
of seats filled on average) is far higher than what is 
found on HSR systems elsewhere around the world 
(see California HSR Load Factors figure). 
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